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Message from the Chair

Local input on the future of the Hanford Reach National Monument is important to the Tri-City Community.  After a slow
start, meeting for the first time six months after being chartered, the Committee has made great strides in understanding
the complexity of issues and opportunities on the Monument.  During my time as chair over the last year, I have been
impressed with the way the Committee works together, how the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service seeks to engage the
Committee, and how the surrounding community embraces the Committee as their conduit to input on future manage-
ment of the Monument.

Since being elected to chair the Committee, we met five times to obtain background information relevant to Committee
and establish subcommittees; we met to hear from subcommittees and develop advice; we met once to specifically pro-
vide advice to the Service and Department of Energy on the public scoping process; another meeting allowed us to hear
from the Native Americans regarding their historic use and vision for the Monument; two other meetings afforded the
Committee the opportunity to review material and provide feedback on the public scoping process; and an eleventh
meeting in January 2003 gave the Committee yet another opportunity to provide advice to the Service and DOE on the
draft vision statement and goals to be used for the next 15 years in the Comprehensive Conservation Plan.  The intensity
and efficiency with which this Committee operates is impressive.  

Concurrent to Committee meetings, a Friends of the Reach group was established to assist in planning and siting a
Monument visitors center.  Committee members continued to reach out to their representative constituents updating them
and obtaining feedback on Monument planning progress.  Where appropriate, Committee members worked with each
other to identify and reconcile opposition or conflict, and participated in other activities such as resources reviews
and workshops to help keep the planning process on schedule. 

I am pleased to be a part of the process and look forward to the Committee’s future accomplishments.

Sincerely,

Jim Watts, Committee Chair 
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Map of Hanford Reach National Monument
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Monument History

On June 9, 2000 Presidential Proclamation 7319 created
the Hanford Reach National Monument.  According to the
Proclamation, the purpose of the Monument is to protect an
irreplaceable natural and historic legacy, which was pre-
served by unusual circumstances.  Maintained as a buffer
area in a federal reservation used for nuclear weapons
development and, more recently, environmental cleanup
activities, the Monument is now a haven for important and
increasingly scarce objects of scientific and historic interest.
It contains one of the largest remnants of the shrub-steppe
ecosystem that once blanketed the Columbia River Basin.
The Monument contains unique and well-preserved ele-
ments of human history in the Columbia Plateau spanning
at least the past 8,000 years. It is equally rich in geologic
history, with dramatic landscapes that reveal the creative
forces of tectonic, volcanic and erosive power.

Encompassing approximately 195,000 acres, the Monument
is superimposed over a portion of the 375,040-acre U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE)-administered Hanford site in
southeastern Washington State.  Through a Memorandum
of Understanding and Permit with the DOE, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (Service) administers 136,000 acres of
the Monument as part of the National Wildlife Refuge
System.  Through a DOE permit, the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife administers 800 acres of
the Monument.  The DOE administers the remaining
acreage.  The Monument includes 46 miles of the Hanford
Reach, a 51-mile, free-flowing stretch of the Columbia
River.
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Federal Planning Advisory Committee

The Secretary of the Interior chartered a Federal Planning
Advisory Committee (Committee) for the Hanford Reach
National Monument  in January 2001, under regulations of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) to ensure the
Service considers input from a diverse group of area stake-
holders on the long-term management plan.

The Committee is comprised of a group of thirteen different
stakeholders in the local community, representing state,
county, city, Native American, economic development, envi-
ronment/conservation, outdoor recreation, education, scien-
tific/academic (three seats), utilities/irrigation, and public-at-
large interests.  The Committee’s purpose is to make recom-

mendations to the Service and DOE on the preparation of a
long-term management plan for the Monument.  It focuses
on advice that identifies and reconciles, where possible,
land management issues while meeting the Proclamation’s
directives to protect the biological, scientific, archaeological,
historical, geological and paleontological objects of interest
in the Monument.

The Committee is managed and regulated under provisions
of the FACA, as amended July 19, 2001 (41 CFR Parts 101-6
and 102-3).  Each FACA Committee is chartered for a period
of two years, at which time the Committee either dissolves
or is re-chartered.  
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Committee Purpose
The Committee will make recommendations to the Fish and
Wildlife Service and the Department of Energy on the
preparation of a long-term management plan for the
Hanford Reach National Monument Comprehensive
Conservation Plan and associated Environmental Impact
Statement (CCP/EIS), focusing on advice that identifies and
reconciles, where possible, land management issues while
meeting the Proclamation directives to protect the biologic,
scientific, archaeologic, historic, geologic, and paleontologic
objects of interest in the Monument.

Committee Duties and Responsibilities
• Develop recommendations regarding the preparation of

the Hanford Reach National Monument CCP/EIS.  This
requires the Committee become familiar with: (1) direc-
tives of the Hanford Reach National Monument
Proclamation; (2) laws, regulations, and policy applica-
ble to the National Wildlife Refuge System; (3) the
Monument’s natural and cultural resource values; and
(4) applicable existing land use planning and allocation
documents.  The Committee also is required to gather
and analyze information and hear scientific and public
testimony related to various aspects of resource man-
agement.  

• Assist with providing opportunities for meaningful pub-
lic participation and input during the planning process.  

• Provide recommendations identifying planning issues
and developing goals, objectives, priorities and man-
agement alternatives for the CCP/EIS.  Following
release of a draft plan for public comment, the
Committee will provide recommendations addressing
public comments and preparing the final plan.

Committee Progress
The following is a brief summary of the Committee progress
to date:

Formation and Orientation
• The Committee held their first meeting on 6/20-

21/01, a two-day formation and orientation session in
Richland, WA that included background information on
topics such as Hanford history and the Treaty of 1855.
The second day included a land tour of the Wahluke
and Arid Lands Ecology (ALE) Reserve units of the
Monument.

• The Committee independently elected the Committee
Chair and Vice Chair at their second, two-day orienta-
tion and background information session on 10/10-
11/01, in Mattawa, WA.  The Committee elected Jim
Watts (economic development member)  as chair and
Jeff Tayer (state member) as vice chair.  The first day
included a tour of the River unit, and a land tour
through the Central Hanford site.

• Subsequent meetings of the Committee included a
background information session on 10/25/01 in
Pasco, WA, where the Committee heard information on
valid existing rights from Benton PUD, South Columbia
Basin Irrigation District, Energy Northwest, Bureau of
Reclamation and the Bonneville Power Administration;
a background information session on 2/6/02 in
Richland, WA, where the Committee heard information
on subcommittee formation and logistics; and a fifth
background information session on 3/19/02 in
Kennewick, WA, where the Committee formed sub-
committees and heard additional information on the
public scoping, materials and time line.

Federal Planning Advisory Committee
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• The Committee independently selected subcommittee
chairs on 3/19/02 from representatives on the full
Committee, and submitted to the Service a list of names
as suggested representatives from outside of the
Committee to participate on balanced subcommittees,
representing various interest groups for the purposes of
identifying issues.

Committee Advice about Public Scoping
• The Committee advised the Service and DOE on

“providing opportunities for meaningful public partici-
pation and input during the planning process” by advis-
ing about the format, content, locale, and methods for
public involvement on scoping the CCP/EIS. 

• The Committee provided the following advice on May
2, 2002, regarding the scoping sessions: (1) hold an
open house at the Monument offices, introducing
Committee to National Monument staff; (2) hold scop-
ing sessions in open house format in four locations;
and (3) have FACA Committee members invite respec-
tive constituencies to participate in scoping sessions.

• Committee members participated in the scoping
sessions by attending the workshops. In addition,
Committee members sent publicity to constituent
groups, alerting them to the workshops and the oppor-
tunities to comment in writing.  The scoping work-
shops were well publicized and well received. 

• The Notice of Intent to start public scoping for the

CCP was published in the Federal Register on 6/12/02,
and the public comment period was extended to
10/12/02.  The Service and DOE used the Committee’s
advice on issues, concerns and opportunities to con-
struct the Planning Workbook used during the public
scoping process.

Committee Advice on Issues and Opportunities
• The Committee formed subcommittees on March 19,

2002 to discuss issues specific to the future manage-
ment of the Monument.  These issues were identified
through a series of brainstorming sessions to reconcile
among the Committee the diverse interests represented.
The Committee developed four subcommittees
(Resource Protection, Public Use and Access, Valid
Existing Rights, and an Ad Hoc subcommittee) to fur-
ther investigate issues specific to these general topics.
The result of that subcommittee work produced three
reports the Service used to help construct the final
Planning Workbook used during the public scoping
phase.  The fourth subcommittee specifically looked at
the issue of landslides occurring on the White Bluffs.
That subcommittee will continue to present information
to the full Committee as they progress.  A technical
group will convene in late winter to discuss the issues
and search for possible solutions.  These subcommit-
tees are not standing, and will dissolve once a need for
new subcommittees arises.  They are also not subject to

Federal Planning Advisory Committee
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the rules and regulations under FACA.
• A Committee working group session on 5/2/02

related specifically to subcommittee work in identifying
and explaining the issues and opportunities developed
by each subcommittee, and presented to the full
Committee.  This information ultimately became the
first piece of advice offered to the Service and DOE
from the Committee.

• On 5/29/02, the Committee provided advice to the
Service and DOE on issues and opportunities to be
used in developing workbooks to help educate and
engage the public during scoping for the CCP/EIS.
Additionally, they provided advice on the inclusion of
B-Reactor, and other historic objects adjacent to the
Monument in the planning process.

Other Work of the Committee
• The Committee heard from treaty tribes and other

Native American entities with interests in Hanford on
8/14/02.

• Public scoping meetings were held in four different
locations: Mattawa on 8/28/02; Seattle on 9/5/02;

Richland on 9/9/02; and Yakima on 9/17/02.  Committee
members attended each one of the scoping sessions.

• A Committee meeting on 10/16/02 addressed the
initial feedback from the public scoping process, and
presentations on the Monument Resource Reviews that
took place during the summer of 2002.

Committee Advice on Vision and Goals
• A Committee meeting on 12/3/02 was organized to

present the draft vision statement and goals for the
Monument as developed in Planning Workshop #1.
The Service also provided the final Resource Review
Reports for the Committee to consider and provide
general comment on compatibility with the Monument
Proclamation.

• The Committee met on January 7, 2003 to present to
the Service and DOE their third piece of advice.  The
advice included feedback on the Resource Review
Reports, reconciling any inconsistency with the
Monument Proclamation, as well as Committee feed-
back and suggestions on the Monument draft vision
statement and goals. 

Federal Planning Advisory Committee
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Committee Biographies

State
Jeff Tayer (primary, state — Vice Chair) is the Regional
Director in Yakima for the Washington State Department of
Fish and Wildlife.  Governor Locke nominated him to sit on
the Committee. He has spent 24 years with the Washington
State Department of Fish and Wildlife, including 2 years sta-
tioned as a field officer at the Ringold hatchery.  He has
played a key role in many interagency negotiations, including
federal, state, tribal and county agreements.

Ron Skinnarland (alternate, state) is the Waste
Management Section Manager for the Nuclear Waste Program
of the Washington State Department of Ecology.  He was
nominated by Governor Locke to serve on the Committee.  

County
Leo Bowman (primary,
counties) has been the
Benton County
Commissioner for six years.
He is involved in several
committees with responsi-
bilities involving urban
development and trans-
portation in the Benton
County and Hanford area.

Frank Brock (alternate, counties) is a Franklin County
Commissioner. He is past president and a current member of
the Franklin County Farm Bureau.  He is a member and past
chair of the Pasco School Board.  In addition to other Board
and Committee involvement, he has been an active farmer for
many years.

Cities
Vacant (primary, cities)

Bob Thompson (alternate, cities) is the Mayor of Richland.
He is a lifelong resident of Richland, having grown up along
the shores of the Columbia.  As an attorney, he holds mem-
berships in the Washington State Trial Lawyers Association,
the Washington Defenders Association, the Western State Trial
Lawyers Association and the National Association of Criminal
Defense Lawyers.

Native American
Vacant (primary, Native American)

Rex Buck (alternate, Native American) is an elder with the
Wanapum people.  He has been involved in education and

preservation efforts of ancestral lands along the Hanford
Reach for years.  He works with the Grant County Public
Utility District. 

Utilities/Irrigation
Vacant (primary, utilities/irrigation)

Nancy Craig (alternate, utilities/irrigation) works for
Grant County Public Utility District. Prior to joining Grant
PUD, she actively participated as an industry and local citizen
group representative in a number of collaborative FERC
license processes and is recognized by the National
Recreation & Park Association as a professional in the field of
recreation management.

K-12 Education
Karen Wieda (primary, K-
12 education) is a Science
and Education Specialist at
the Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory where she is
responsible for managing the
Partnership for Arid Lands
Stewardship (PALS) Project for
K-12 educators.  She is a
member of the Environmental
Education Association of
Washington and the National

Science Teachers Association, among other affiliations.

Royace Aikin (alternate, K-12 education) is a Science
Education Specialist at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.
Among Mr. Aikin’s 30-plus years in education is 9 years
involved in teacher research and development programs in
the Arid Land Ecology Reserve.

Economic Development
Jim Watts (primary, eco-
nomic development –
Committee Chair) is a long-
time resident in the Tri-Cities
area.  Former civic service
includes the Governor’s Tri-
City Diversification Study
Advisory Committee in 1987,
member of the Washington
Waste Site Study group,
Executive Board member of
the Hanford Atomic Metal

Trades Council, Hanford Future Site Uses Working Group,



— 12 —

Governor Mike Lowry’s Citizens Cabinet, Hanford Waste
Tank Task Force, Hanford Advisory Board, Governor
Lowry’s Hanford Area Economic Investment Fund
Committee, Senator Murray’s Hanford Reach Advisory
Board and on Congressman Doc Hasting’s Task Force.  In
1994, he created Sunbelt Development Corporation and
currently serves as President.

Harold Heacock (alternate, economic development) is
retired from Westinghouse Hanford Company, and cur-
rently is a consultant with the Tri-City Industrial
Development Council.  He has over 50 years of engineer-
ing and senior management experience at Hanford and
with the commercial nuclear power and chemical process-
ing industries.  He was previously Vice Chairman of the
State of Washington Ecological Commission and currently
represents the local business community on the Hanford
Advisory Board.

Environmental/ Conservation
Rick Leaumont (primary, conservation/environment)
has lived in the Tri-Cities for over twenty years.  He has
served on the Hanford Future Site Uses Working Group,
Hanford Tank Waste Task Force, Hanford Advisory Board
and the National Park Service’s Hanford Reach Citizen’s
Advisory Board.  Mr. Leaumont received the
Bushnell/National Audubon Society Conservationist of the
Year Award in 1998, and the Washington Environmental
Council’s Environmental Hero Award in 2000.

Dr. Mike Lilga (alternate, conservation/environment)
is a Staff Scientist at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
in the Chemical Process Development Group.  He has
been a member of the Lower Columbia Basin Audubon
Society Conservation Committee since 1990 and of the
Save the Reach Committee since 1993. 

Scientific/Academic
Dr. David Geist (primary, scientific/academic) is a
staff scientist in the Ecology Group at the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory.  He has focused his
research on Pacific salmon, primarily the fall chinook.  He
was a member of the National Park Service Hanford Reach
Study Team.  Dr. Geist is also an Adjunct Professor of
fisheries ecology at Washington State University (WSU)
Tri-Cities.

Dr. Dennis Dauble (alternate, scientific/academic) has
worked at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory since
1973.  For over 15 years, Dr. Dauble has been involved in

field studies of both resident and anadromous fish popula-
tions and aquatic ecology of the entire Hanford Reach.  

Dr. Michele Gerber (primary,
scientific/academic) has spent
25 years of extensive study,
research, writing, speaking, teach-
ing and communication focused
on the World War II and the Cold
War as defining episodes in the
20th century history of life. Dr.
Gerber is an internationally recog-
nized authority on Hanford’s histo-
ry and in 1994 won the
McClelland Award of the
Washington State Historical Society

for excellence in writing, on an article about
Hanford/Richland history.

Eric Gerber (alternate, scientific/academic) has been
employed at the Hanford site as a scientist/engineer,
manager and executive for over 23 years.  Over the past
12 years, Mr. Gerber has been involved in site-wide
strategic planning, site characterization, and technology
development supporting cleanup of Hanford’s contami-
nated areas.  He has led tours of the Hanford Reach for
Congressmen Doc Hastings and Jay Inslee.

Dr. Gene Schreckhise (primary,
scientific/academic) has been
employed at the Hanford site and in
local business as a scientist/engineer,
manager and executive for over 25
years.  Over the past 12 years, Mr.
Gerber has been involved in site-
wide strategic planning, site charac-
terization, and technology develop-
ment supporting cleanup of
Hanford’s contaminated areas.  He
has led tours of the Hanford Reach
for Senators, Congressmen and hun-
dreds of other elected and appointed

officials over the last fifteen years.

Dr. Ed Rykiel (alternate, scientific/academic) is
Associate Professor of Environmental Science at WSU Tri-
cities.  Dr. Rykiel served on the National Science
Foundation Science and Technology Centers Review Panel
in 2000, and is a member of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science.  His research in ecology

Committee Biographies
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includes studies on Columbia Park biological evaluation
for species of concern and ecological modeling.

Outdoor Recreation
Rich Steele (primary, outdoor recreation) has served on
the National Park Service Hanford Reach Citizens Advisory
Board, Benton County Growth Management Citizens
Advisory Committee, Hanford Reach Advisory Board,
Hanford Future Site Working Committee, and has led
numerous tours of the Hanford Reach for congressional
members.  He has spearheaded conservation movements in
the area over the last 35 years, including the Columbia
River Conservation League in 1967.  Retired from
Westinghouse Hanford, he was recognized by Governor
Evans of Washington for his Quality Achievement Award in
1985, and received the Washington Environmental Council
Hero Award.

Mike Wiemers (alternate, outdoor recreation) is vice
president of HND in Richland, where he manages the firm’s
contract with the Hanford Spent Nuclear Fuel Program.
Previous experiences include Fluor Hanford, Duke
Engineering and Westinghouse Hanford.  He has lived in
the Tri-Cities for over 25 years, and has been a member of
the Colyak Bowhunting Club, TriCity Water Ski Club, Mid-

Columbia Regional Ballet, TriCity Shooting Association and
has his private pilot’s license.

Public-at-large
Kris Watkins (primary, public-at-large) is President and
CEO of the Tri-Cities Visitor and Convention Bureau.
There, she works closely with tourism and recreational
businesses, travel writers, federal and state legislators and
other stakeholders on Hanford Reach issues.  In 1995, she
served on Senator Murray’s original Task Force regarding
Wild & Scenic river designation for the Reach.

Valoria Loveland (alter-
nate, public-at-large) was a
State Senator from the 16th

Legislative District, and
recently selected to head the
Washington State Department
of Agriculture.  As a state
senator, Ms. Loveland served
on the following Committees:
Agriculture, Energy and
Utilities, and Transportation. 
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For Further Information

Physical Address:
2770 University Drive
Consolidated Information Center (CIC), Room 101L
Richland, WA 99352 

Mailing Address:
DOE Public Reading Room
Mail Stop H2-53
P.O. Box 999
Richland, WA 99352 

Phone:
(509) 372-7443

Fax:
(509) 372-7444 

Email:
doe.reading.room@pnl.gov 

Hours:
Monday through Friday 10am - 5pm (Pacific
Standard Time). 

Web:
http://reading-room.pnl.gov/

Who To Contact About the Hanford Reach National Monument Federal Advisory Committee

Additional Information
Information on Committee proceedings and material can be found at the DOE Public Reading Room in Richland.  You can
contact the DOE Reading Room staff at:
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